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TE WAANANGA TUATAHI 

Kaupapa: Youth Crime & Suicides 

Facilitator:  Whakaeke Ritete 

Speakers:  Danny Morehu    – Prison Warden 

  Maria Hoko     – Tuwharetoa Health Services 

  Francis McLaughlin   - Ex Prison Inmate 

Start Date: Friday 18 March 2010   Finish Date: Sunday 20 March 2010 

Time: 6pm      Time: 8am 

Friday started with a mihi/ introduction session and the registration process 

Saturday our kaumatua made the decision not to have a powhiri for our speakers as this was 

not their first time on Rauhoto. 

The attendance was much more than we anticipated, the ages ranged from 70years to 

7months. 

The morning session began with a mihi from our Koroua and Apotoro Bill Subritzsky, he and 

our Kuia Edna Isaac also gave us an insight into their childhood and the hardships they had to 

overcome just to survive. 

Our first speaker Danny Morehu focused on: 

Tikanga Māori 

 Nga Atua Maaori  - The Maori Gods and their domains on the Marae   

 Tikanga Tuku Iho - Practises influenced by nga atua maaori 

 Whakapapa  - The great migration and our tipuna Ngatoroirangi and Tia 

 

Aim: To remind our youth/tamariki that they are descended from two of the most important 

men in maaori history and to instil in them the pride and courage of our ancestors  

Danny continued after lunch with a power point presentation, the presentation included: 

 The escalation in violent crime committed by Maori youth 

 The escalation in youth suicides 

 Maaori statistics within the prison system 

  



Aim: To make our youth aware of the injustices within the court system and the reality of 

prison life. 

Speaker 2: Francis McLaughlin 

Francis has been in and out of prison from an early age and as such is an authority on the life 

of incarceration, his korero was centred around. 

 The affects of poverty 

 Gang influence  

 Life behind bars 

 Marae Justice 

 

 

Speaker 3: Maria Hoko 

Maria works for the Tuwharetoa Health Board part of her job is to hold seminars in the 

prisons Māori focus units, her korero included: 

 Health and Safety   - Rongoa and its uses today 

 Alcohol and Substance abuse  - The affects it has on whanau  

 Youth Suicide    - Where we can get the help and support needed 

 The advocacy of education  - Education means survival  

 

Aim: to project an awareness of how crime or suicide affects all the whanau and not just the 

perpetrator.  

 
Our korero came to a conclusion at 7pm 

 

After kai hakari we watched the biography of Tahu Potiki Wiremu Ratana and the origins of the 

Ratana movement. This was presented by Joel Smith a member of the youth movement for the Ratana 

Paa. 

 

We had two speakers scheduled for 10am Sunday morning to give us their presentation of Te Ture 

Whenua Maaori but due to a tangi we had to close the waananga and prepare the Marae. 

 

 

 

 



OUTCOME: 

A positive response to furthering their education 

We have taken an active role in getting our rangatahi out of the justice system and into the 

education system it has always been our view that maaori learn better in a maaori 

environment taught by maaori. 

As a result of this waananga we now have 6 students enrolled in the Hapū Development 

course at Te Waananga o Raukawa they graduate in December with a diploma and are 

continuing their studies for another 2 years to complete their masters. 

This has been a very successful waananga which we hope to repeat, our presenters have also 

requested an invitation to our next waananga.  

 

 

 

“Ko te manu e kai ana i te miro, noona te ngahere. Engari, 

ko te manu e kai ana i te 

maatauranga, noona te ao” 

“The bird that consumes the miro berry, owns the forest. 

However, the bird that consumes knowledge, owns the 

world” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is a report of our wananga submitted by Danny Morehu 



 

 

 

 
Nanny Isaacs: Motivation key to change.  

A youth wananga held in Taupo in March gave at risk 

youth the chance to hear first hand why a life of crime 

wasn‟t where they should be heading. 

Ex-gang members Francis McLaughlin and Hemi Ritete  

pulled the wananga together out of a desire to reach out 

to youth from their hapu and stop them taking up a life of 

crime. 

They invited Corrections, Police, Kaumatua and Maori 

service providers along to help get the message across. 

Corrections staff provided a presentation on the 

„downside of prison life‟, in response to a request from 

the organisers to put straight the „prison is cool‟ 

whakaaro that most of the audience have been exposed 

to. 

“Anyone can change if they put their minds to work, that was the message behind this 

wananga,” says Francis. 

“My passion these days is working with our young whanau who are starting to lose direction.  

I‟ve been on that journey and know exactly where it will lead to if nothing is done.” 

“It's good that the whanau, Police, Corrections, Maori service providers and our Kaumatua 

and Kuia are working together to support this kaupapa.” 

One Kaumatua at the wananga is well aware of where these rangatahi could end up. „Nanny 

Isaacs‟ as she is affectionately known is a Corrections kaiwhakamana, providing support to 

those in Tongariro Rangipo Prison. 

“What‟s sad is our court house is now looking like a marae with the high number of Maori 

who frequent the place, and a lot are our youths,” says Nanny. 

“Often they aren‟t well supported when they appear and I ask myself, where are their 

whanau?” 

“My messages are simple and plain. What these ones need is motivation to do better things. 

When they are motivated and ready, that‟s when you will see a change.” 

Tika taau Nanny! 

http://www.corrections.govt.nz/news-and-publications/magazines-and-newsletters/ahurewa/2010/ahurewa_ngahuru_2011/regional_articles_central.html


TE WANANGA TUARUA 

Kaupapa: Whakapapa & History pertaining to nga hapū o Nukuhau 

Facilitator:  Whakaeke Ritete 

Kaikorero:  Tamamutu Samuels    - Tia 

  Tohiariki Hunia    - Ngatoroirangi 

  Whakaeke Ritete   - Tutetawha Whareoneone 

            Nga kaikorero katoa   - Rauhoto 

Start Date: Friday 18 June 2010   Finish Date: Sunday 20 June 2010 

Time: 6pm      Time: 1pm 

Once again the attendance was awesome but judging by the korero from our rangatahi I 

beleive the food was the main reason for their excellent attendance but no matter whatever 

works, again the age groups ranged from 2 years up to 60 plus. 

Friday afternoon  began with a simple whakatau with our kaumatua Tamamutu and Tohiariki 

introducing our manuhiri to the tikanga of  an informal mihi and the kawa of this wananga. 

Our previous wananga covered the exploits of our tupuna Tia & Ngatoroirangi this wananga 

has a more indepth look at whakapapa and the connections to Rauhoto. 

Saturday began 7:00am with breakfast and whakapakiri tinana. The rangatahi were then split 

into 3 groups with each kaikorero speaking to a group of 15. After 3 hours and a meal break 

they swapped groups thereby giving our rangatahi the chance to obtain knowledge of Tia, 

Ngatoroirangi and Tutetawha in one day. 

After dinner we had a quizz to ascertain how many of them were listening. Within 30 minutes 

our kaikoreo became defunct and the quizz session had turned into a debate with the 

rangatahi firing questions at each other, “ka mau te wehi” it was awesome. After 2:1/2 hours 

of debating our kaumatua were asked about their youth gowing up in Nukuhau. So of course 

uncles Mutu & Tohi regaled everyone with their own exploits, needless to say our night 

ended on a humourous note.  



After breakfast Sunday we had an open forum where the rangatahi/taiohi could get up and 

say what ever came to mind. There was alot of korero about gangs, drugs, alcohol and lack of 

whanau support for a lot of our children and those who showed leadership qualities expressed 

heartfelt thanks to the kaumatua and organisers for giving them a chance to speak their mind 

and be themselves without judgment or censor. 

One particular young male .summed it all up “ I didnt join the gang life, I was born into it” 

and where I come from“Wellington” the only way to survive is a life of crime”. “We don‟t 

have the support of our marae or kaumatua all we have are government funded programs 

setup to fail”. “Bro‟s you‟s are so lucky to have the support Ive seen in this wananga”. 

Thankyou for sharing this experience with me” and the kai was mean. 

I beleive this wananga was a awesome success and I will end this report with  the closing 

statement from our kaumatua: 

 

“we can’t tell you young people how to live 

your life, we can only show you a better way 

to enjoy it” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TE WANANGA TUATORU 

Kaupapa:  Tikanga Tuku Iho 

Facilitator:   Whakaeke Ritete  

Kaikorero:  Tamamutu Samuels & Myself     

Start Date: Friday 10 Sept 2010   Finish Date: Sunday 12 June 2010 

Time: 4pm      Time: 3pm 

For our final wananga our rangatahi hosted 20 children from Te Puke all aged between 12 & 

14 yrs. Their facilitator Ripeka Armstrong heard about our wananga and asked if she could 

bring some of the tamariki she has been working with,she also works with youth at risk and is 

of Rauhoto descent so we had no problem in accepting her request. 

This wananga was a good challenge for our own rangatahi as we let them organise the  

wananga starting with the menu. A job they handled with ease and very little input from us. 

Their first lesson in Tuwharetoa kawa was the cancellation of a scheduled powhiri for the 

waewae tapu  from Te Puke. By the time our manuhiri turned up it was 7pm. So they had to 

settle for a short whakatau. 

Saturday morning began with games where everyone got to know each other.  

I was allocated the kaikorero position for the wahine and it was my job to korero about a 

womens role on our Marae and the kawa and tikanga attached to those roles. I also gave an 

account on how and why our kawa came into being and what atua held dominion over each 

particular area. 

Our Koroua took the tane out onto the atea and gave them a similar korero regarding the male 

role on the marae. 

Whakaeke gave an historical account of the taonga in the marae cabinet in particular the 

fosilized rocks and photo‟s of older wananga held at Rauhoto. 

After dinner the rangatahi held  a rap session where the topic was what they had learned in all 

3 wananga and what they hope to acheive with their new found knowledge.  



We only had one condition “No swearing” they responded with their own condition”No 

cameras or videos” during their 3 mintes of fame. It was one big party without any mind 

altering substances and very very loud.  

After a sleep in and late breakfast Sunday morning some of the koroua that come on the bus 

gave us a korero of the kawa from where they were from “Ngaiterangi & Ngati Hine”. 

The poroporoaki was held after lunch then it was cleanup time.  
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Our Roopu would like to thank The Wairakei Charitable Trust Board for funding our wananga and 

giving us the financial means to help our tamariki gain a sense of belonging. The success we acheived 

lies within the support of our leaders of old and the active participation of the leaders who will 

determine our future as a hapū and a iwi.  

This has been a long journey and sometimes strenuous but there was no hurrdle we couldnt overcome 

.It is evident by the results of our last wananga, that our rangatahi do have leadership qualities and are 

able to take charge in a positive way that will benefit others. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui Ki a Koutou Katoa 


